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Background 
In 2018 Renate Weller, Philip Lhermette, Tim Mair and Tierney Kinnison created an online 
questionnaire considering recruitment and retention of both UK veterinary surgeons and veterinary 
nurses. Recruitment and retention are both hypothesised as significant issues in the veterinary field, 
however little research provides conclusive evidence for this across all veterinary and veterinary 
nursing sectors. Both topics are also intrinsically linked to education, as it may be the case that 
veterinary schools and veterinary nursing institutes could prepare graduates better for a typical job 
in clinical practice; the failure of which may contribute to retention issues. 
 
The questionnaire was disseminated via BEVA and BSAVA, and through online social media sites. 
Over 3,500 valid responses were received. So far the data has been analysed by the project team 
through descriptive methods only – i.e. graphical representations of numerical data, and lists of free 
text data. This means that the raw data is available for statistical analysis of quantitative data and 
qualitative analysis of the free text data.  
 
With such a large data set, the student will be able to choose which aspect(s) of recruitment and 
retention they are interested in, and focus their project on these questions.  
 
Learning Objectives 
The objectives of this summer studentship are: 

• To create research question(s) relating to the analysis of the quantitative and/or qualitative 
data from this data set 

• To choose and use appropriate statistical and/or qualitative analysis to answer the research 
question(s) 

• To create recommendations for best practice in learning, teaching and/or the student 
experience for both veterinary students and veterinary nursing students, with guidance from 
the original project team and published literature 

• To write a draft for a peer reviewed paper, disseminating the results from the research, with 
guidance from the original project team (ongoing objective, continuing after the 8 weeks, at 
the student’s discretion) 

 
Requirements 
The student should be comfortable using basic statistics, though will be given the chance to develop 
quantitative/statistical and qualitative analytical skills, as required.  


