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Background 

� UK veterinary students must undertake 26 weeks of 
extramural studies (EMS, or placement training)
during their clinical years.

� Most of this time is spent in private veterinary 
practices, where students watch and then perform 
procedures under the supervision of veterinary 
practitioners. 

� EMS is an increasingly important way for students 
to gain practical experience, particularly as the 
amount of first opinion clinical material at 
universities is reducing. 

� Both veterinary practitioners and students have 
raised concerns about the current level of student 
preparation for EMS placements.

Summary of Work 

� Aims of our project:  
� To investigate shortfalls in student 

preparation for EMS placements.
� To identify common student concerns 

regarding EMS placements.

� Consultation was undertaken with:
� Veterinary practitioners (EMS providers)
� R(D)SVS students and staff

� Key issues were identified, and included:
� Appropriate dress code
� Protective clothing and equipment
� Appropriate behaviour in front of clients
� Health and safety issues

� Findings informed the development of a pilot 
computer aided learning (CAL) package entitled
“The EMS Driving Licence”.

� This contained a series of video clips showing :
� EMS advice from veterinary surgeons.
� Veterinary surgeons discussing practice 

expectations of students. 
� Scenes (filmed with actors) to illustrate key 

‘Dos and Don’ts’ for students during EMS.
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Discussion

� The pilot version of the EMS Driving Licence has 
been evaluated with veterinary students, and was 
well received.

� Resulting feedback:
� Being used to refine CAL package content.
� Important to identify appropriate media for 

delivering key messages.

� Extra functionality being added to CAL package:
� Formative multiple choice EMS quiz
� ‘Drag & drop’ environment for packing a 

‘virtual suitcase’ of important EMS equipment 
� Future development of this project:

� Funded by the Higher Education Academy.
� Will enable a final CAL package to be 

developed and evaluated.
� All 3rd year R(D)SVS veterinary students will 

be required to successfully complete this CAL 
package, and thus attain their “EMS Driving 
Licence”, prior to starting EMS placements.

Packing a ‘virtual’ suitcase for EMS placements

Video Filming: ‘What protective clothing do I need?’
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A bovine patient during EMS

Hypothesis

� The EMS Driving Licence will improve student 
preparation for EMS placements, and thus benefit 
both veterinary students and EMS providers.


