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Welcome to this course on academic writing.

Why is writing important – beyond the fact that you have to master it to a certain level in order to pass your course?  One thing is that when someone reads something you have written they will make assumptions about you, not just about the content of your writing.  Therefore it is a good idea to do the best you can every time you write.

Effective writing is not complicated or difficult to understand – but the writer does need to take care with their work.  Writing clearly and correctly is challenging for most of us – there are a few lucky people who are very natural with words – but most of us do find it hard work.  Fortunately most writing difficulties are easily dealt with, and in many cases writing effectively is much more simple than you expect – you just need to take care with following the rules.

This course has been designed to help you with the range of writing tasks that you will experience on your programme. It has been created with veterinary nurses in mind and consequently most of the examples used relate to veterinary nursing.  However, the principles apply to academic writing in general so don’t be put off if you are studying another discipline. 

We will be looking at the basic skills of sentence and paragraph structure through to presentation of your work and how to go about writing essays, case reports and so forth.  

Every type of writing you are asked to do will have particular conventions associated with it.  It is important that you find out what those conventions are and ensure that you follow them.  Remember, in formal writing you must follow the rules.  We are going to help with the rules that apply generally to each writing type. However you must check the guidelines you are given by your course tutors and make sure your work complies with those.

If you follow the modules of this course through, you should be able to become confident in your writing.  Along with following the rules and taking care with your written assignments you will be able to produce well presented and well constructed written work.
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